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	CRITICAL THINKING IN CHILD WELFARE ASSESSEMENT: SAFETY, RISK AND PROTECTIVE CAPACITY
	DATE COMPLETED

	1. Review the definitions, in the Master Glossary of this TOL Tool, for risk assessment, safety assessment and protective capacity.   Using one of your cases, have a discussion on identified risk, identified safety issues and the protective capacity of the family.   
	

	2. Locate and review your Agency’s risk assessment method or tool.  Have a discussion on its strengths and/or any concerns you have about this method.
	

	3. Use the aforementioned tool to do an assessment on one of your cases.
	

	4. What does the W&I code say about neglect?  Review the Minimum Sufficient Level of Care handout in your SW CORE training binder.  Have a discussion about your Agency’s, your community’s and your supervisor’s standard for neglect of children.  
	

	5. Do a ride-a-long on an immediate response referral that may require a removal decision.  Have a discussion on the risk and safety factors that were weighed.  What cultural factors were considered?  How do you feel, whether you agree with the decision or not?
	

	6. Locate and review your Agency’s policy on when a case consultation is mandatory or recommended in the process of conducting an effective risk and safety assessment.  Using one of your cases, identify who should be at the table.
	

	7. Personal biases can impact a social worker’s decision-making, as well as what information they gather about a child and family, and what information they pay attention to and document.  Review the handout in the SW CORE training manual titled, Role of Bias in Assessment.  Using one of your cases, have a discussion about any personal biases you have that could affect your decision making in assessing risk and safety.  
	

	8. Using one of your cases, identify the role of community support and family support in enhancing safety, reducing risk and increasing protective capacity
	



