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1. National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA) Publication on Drug Abuse Facts

http://www.drugabuse.gov/PDF/InfoFacts/Understanding.pdf
This brief publication by the National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA) introduces drug addiction as a complex, chronic disease that can be managed successfully.  It reviews the biological and chemical influence that drug use has on the brain, including the process of building tolerance to drugs and the effect that long-term drug use can have on different areas of brain functioning.  It introduces the biological, developmental, and environmental risk factors that influence an individual’s chance of becoming addicted to drugs.  Finally, it stresses the importance of preventions strategies, through outreach and education, in reducing drug abuse.  Links to additional information regarding addiction, prevention, and treatment are also provided.
2. American Indian/Alaska Native Resource Center for Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services

http://www.oneskycenter.org/index.cfm
The mission of One Sky Center is “to improve prevention and treatment of mental health and substance abuse problems and services among Native people.”  This website connects interested parties to consulting and training services, that aim to support the planning, development, and implementation of effective prevention and treatment services for the American Indian/Alaska Native (AI/AN) population.  The website also offers access to presentations and publications on topics including addiction treatment and mental health issues within the AI/AN community.  Examples of research-based practice, practice-based practice, and culture-based practice are offered as well as a database of the current AI/AN programs throughout the country.
3. Protecting Children in Families Affected by Substance Abuse Disorders (2009). U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Administration for Children, Youth and Families, Child Abuse and Neglect User Manual Series. Children’s Bureau, ICF, Washington, DC: Author

http://www.childwelfare.gov/pubs/usermanuals/substanceuse/substanceuse.pdf
This manual, published by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, addresses the relationship between substance use disorders (substance abuse and dependence) and child maltreatment.  It is intended to help child protective services (CPS) caseworkers identify substance use disorders within the home and to effectively meet the needs of all family members involved.  It addresses the effects of parental substance use disorders on children.  The manual also provides guidance for in-home examination, screening and assessment of drug use, the treatment of substance use disorders, and the role of CPS in these processes.  It also provides suggestions for creating successful collaborations with substance abuse treatment providers in order to best serve these families.  The appendix offers a list of national organizations concerned with child maltreatment and/or substance use disorders as well as a table of commonly used screening instruments.

4. Attachment & Recovery: Caring for Substance Abuse Affected Families (2005). Connecticut Center for Effective Practice: Author.

http://aia.berkeley.edu/media/pdf/attachment_recovery.pdf
The central focus of this paper is to explore the impact of substance abuse on the lives of children and families.  The paper addresses both direct and indirect implications for these families, including physiological issues, such as fetal exposure to drugs, social and emotional concerns, such as the effects of separation of children from their parents, and situational challenges, such as poverty and lack of stable housing.  The paper also presents “lessons learned” from national intervention programs designed for families affected by substance abuse.
5. National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA)  Notes
http://www.drugabuse.gov/NIDA_notes/nnv23index.html
This publication of the U.S. government is produced by the National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA).  This website reports research and identifies resources on topics including treatment, prevention and health services related to substance abuse.  The online database may be easily searched by topic.  Examples of current, relevant notes include a research brief on the evaluation of substance abuse among mothers, and information regarding cocaine’s influence on the production of proteins within the body.
