Trainee Content for Day 1, Segment 3, Activity 3A
Children and Families of Color in the Child Welfare System

· In almost all states, African American children are placed in foster care at twice the rate of White children.

· African American children have significantly longer stays in care than White or Latino children (accounting for kinship care).

· Although Native American children represent .75% of California’s population, they represent 1.2% of children in care.  This disproportionality indicates that more Native American children would be in care if they represented a greater proportion of the population.

· Children of color are more likely to be placed in foster care than receive in-home services, even when they have the similar problems and characteristics as White children.

· Children of color and their families receive fewer services overall than White families.

· Children of color have fewer contacts with their biological families than White children.

· Children of color are more likely to enter foster care at a younger age.

· African-American children are reunified at half the rate of White children.

· White children are four times more likely to be adopted than African-American children, and twice as likely to be adopted as Latino children.

· African American children have the highest rate of re-entry into foster care.
· A 2004 study of CASA services showed that the average amount of time a CASA volunteer spent with a child was 3.2 hours per month but that “the amount of time spent per child dropped by more than an hour per volunteer” with African-American children.  (from Youth Today)
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