Trainee Content for Day 2, Segment 14, Activity 14A
Relative/Non-Relative Extended Family Member (R/NREFM)
· Relatives are the preferred caregivers for children and shall be considered first for all children. However, safety and best interest of the child are the criteria for selecting a placement.

· After a child is taken into temporary custody, the worker should ask the parent/legal guardian and child (if appropriate) to identify relatives and non-relative extended family members. These people should be contacted and asked if they are interested in providing a home for the child or helping support the child in another way.  If they are interested in providing a home, they must be willing to be checked for criminal and child abuse history through two databases: California Law Enforcement Telecommunication System (CLETS) and Live-Scan. Youth in the home who are over age 14 must have a Juvenile Automated Index (JAI) records check if there is reason to believe they have a criminal record. Additionally, all adults who would have significant contact with the child in this home must make a Criminal Record Statement (DCFS 5603 form).

· Both first degree (grandparents, uncles, aunts, and adult siblings of the child) and other relatives who request placement will be assessed. First degree relatives have priority.


· The relatives’ ability and interest to take sibling groups should be assessed since this is the preference for placement of sibling groups. 


· Despite a relative’s interest, their home does not have to be considered (and thus assessed) if any prospective caregiver is subject to denial based on criminal convictions or Child Abuse Central Index information.


· Assessments are done by the CWS Permanency Resource Division staff, but the decision about where to place is made by the case-carrying CWW and/or the Dependency Investigator (for Pre-Release Investigations).


· The approval process has the same standards used to license foster family homes. Corrective Action Plans (Caps) can be put in place to help the family correct deficiencies.


· Homes must be approved prior to placement, except under certain limited conditions such as when the decision not to place in the home of a willing relative must be made with the ARA. The court must be informed. 
Counties are required by legislation to help the relative families succeed in providing the placement.
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