Trainee Content for Day 2, Segment 19, Activity 19A
Visitation

· The primary purpose of visiting, in most cases, is to allow children to maintain relationships with their parents, siblings, and others who were close to them prior to placement.  The younger the child, the more frequent the contact must be in order to maintain relationships.  Especially for young children, frequency is much more important than length. Frequent visitation is linked with reunification.
· Visitation is usually important for maintaining family connections even when reunification is not the permanency goal.  Birth family connections allow children the opportunity to develop permanent positive attachments, preserve these ties, and learn to maintain long-term relationships.  Many youth return to their family of origin when they age out of the system. Many children are adopted by relatives and see their birth parents anyway. Some children whose relationships with birth parents are severed seek them out in adulthood.

· Visiting should never be used as a reward or punishment.  Changes in visiting arrangements should reflect assessment of risk to the child and progress toward achieving the permanency goal, not attempts to reward or punish either the child or the parents’ behavior.

· Visiting should occur in settings that encourage the most natural interaction between family members, while minimizing any risk to the child that may exist.  It can, and should, include parental and family participation in normally occurring events in the child’s life (e.g., school conferences, medical appointments, church programs, and athletic activities).

· Supervised visitation is an opportunity for CWS to assess a parent’s progress with respect to caring for his/her child and also to assist/teach the parent and to observe how the parent responds. This is critical because the best measure of how well a parent is doing in being able to provide a safe and nurturing home is the quality of the parent’s actual interaction with the child.

· When parental rights are terminated, and there will not be continuing face-to-face contact between the parents and the child, consideration should be given to a goodbye visit between the parents and the child, and a determination must be made concerning continuing visits between the child and siblings placed elsewhere.
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