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Socratic Approaches Workshop

Integrating the GBS Socratic Approaches in Youth Development Programming

The Getting Beyond the System® Socratic Approaches Workshop will be conducted on Wednesday, January 20 and Thursday, January 21, 2010.  We look forward to working with you, sharing our experiences, and exploring the dynamics of Getting Beyond the System®. 
Integrating the Socratic Approach into your work is a process that is probably new to many of you.  
This workshop is designed to help you begin the process by exploring the dynamics and various ways the Socratic Approach and other GBS approaches can be applied in our work with disadvantaged youth.  The following questionnaire will help you begin to think about issues relevant to the workshop, as well as help us design the workshop around your experiences.

Please take a few minutes to answer the following questions and return this survey to Susan Ross, Program Coordinator, at sross@youthadvocacycenter.org by December 18, 2009.  If you have any questions, please contact Susan Ross.  You can also reach Susan at 212-675-6181.  
Thank you, Paul Pitcoff 

______________________________________________________________________________
1.  What is your definition of youth empowerment?  (Think of young people between the ages of 17 and 22.)
2.  Describe two major impediments to developing youth empowerment. 

i.  Those faced by the youth:

ii.  Those faced by the professional organization serving the youth:
3.  Describe some ideal ways for youths from disadvantaged backgrounds to learn about the adult world.
4. Think of your own learning experiences.  Describe a positive learning experience that helped you change the way you think or understand a particular concept. 
5. Many of us believe in an empowering approach that allows young people to learn how to critically analyze information and make decisions for themselves.  This involves replacing a prescriptive approach with a self-authorship approach that requires students to become responsible for their thinking and decision-making.  Identify what you believe are some of the significant obstacles facing child development professionals in the foster care system in moving toward a self-authorship approach to learning.   
[Self-authorship is a term used in education to describe the process where a student learns to assemble relevant information, use critical-thinking skills to analyze the information, make a decision, and be capable of defending such a decision.  For example, rather than telling a student how to dress for a job interview, a professional helps the student assemble facts, think about the issues and make his/her own independent decision as to what is appropriate dress.]
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