Handout 3 Case Scenario


CASE SCENARIO

Hotline Referral

A 14 year old female has come into an urgent care clinic because of a severely sprained ankle and slight concussion she received when her mother fell on top of her.  The 14 year old was attempting to leave the house against her mother’s wishes. The mother grabbed the 14 year old by the arm and attempted to bring her back into the house. The mother used some force and then the 14 year old tripped over the mother’s feet and landed on the ground hitting her head. The mother fell on top of the 14 year old. 
Child Abuse Allegation Narrative 

9/12/08: Received and reviewed referral from hotline on a 14 year old girl who has a sprained ankle and slight concussion from mother’s falling on top of the 14 year old in an attempt to keep the teen from leaving the house. No priors.
9/12/08: Interviewed nurse S. @ 10:30 am in the urgent care clinic.  The nurse states the x- rays show no fractures, but the teen is exhibiting signs of a slight concussion. The teen will be observed in the clinic for two more hours and then will be discharged. The nurse reports the mother is upset and that it was not her intent to cause injury to her daughter. The mother stated to the nurse that her daughter has become increasingly difficult to manage, with frequent shouting matches. The mother has thrown pillows at the daughter in frustration.
9/12/08: Interviewed 14 year old @ 11:00 am in the urgent care clinic in a private room. She states that she and her mother got into an argument about the 14 year old dating a 17 year old boy. The mother has told her she could not leave the house. The 14 year old states that she will see who she wants to see and that no one can stop her.  She states that she and her mother have verbal fights every day. The 14 year old reports that she has been slapped across the face by her mother on two occasions in the last month. She also states that her mother has grabbed her by the arms on a couple of occasions, leaving some bruising on her arms. The 14 year old wants to get away from her mother and was afraid of being slapped. Other than receiving a few spankings when she was 6 or 7, the 14 year old denies that her mother has been physical with her until the last couple of months. The 14 year old states that her father has never used physical discipline.
 9/12/08: Interviewed the mother @12:00 pm in the urgent care clinic in private room.  Gave the mother a copy of PUB 13 Your Rights, explained her rights and why I was there; explained the possible outcomes of this investigation.  I informed the mother that the interviews today are the beginning of the assessment and if the assessment results in a finding of substantiated or inconclusive, CPS is legally required to give the name of the alleged perpetrator to the DOJ to be listed in the CACI.  Further explained the alleged perpetrator’s right to appeal to CPS for a hearing to remove the name from the CACI.  I explained that if the finding was substantiated or inconclusive, she would receive the SOC 832 Notice of Central Listing and the SOC 834 Request for Grievance Hearing.  The mother was upset about the idea of possibly being on the CACI, but acknowledged that the social worker was trying to help keep children safe. The mother states that she has been having more difficulties with her daughter, ever since the mother started dating 4 months ago. The daughter has not yet met the man the mother is dating, but the daughter is aware of her mother’s dating. The mother and father have been divorced for 3 years and the daughter has had a difficult time accepting the divorce. The father lives in another state and has remarried. The father’s contact with the daughter is infrequent and not consistent.  The mother states that she disapproves of her daughter having a boyfriend and has told her that she cannot date. The mother states that this morning she was attempting to stop her daughter from leaving the house and that she grabbed her daughter’s arm.  It was the mother’s intention to physically restrain the daughter and push her back into the house. The mother stated that she was frustrated and angry, but did not intend to hurt her daughter. In the attempt to restrain her daughter, her daughter tripped and the mother fell on top of her. The mother admits to slapping the girl in the past.  The mother said, “I don’t know what to do – I am trying to teach her what is right, but she won’t do anything I say.”
9/12/08 T/C to the father @ 1:30 pm. – He states that the mother contacted him this morning about what happened. The father states that he had some awareness of the friction between his daughter and the mother. The father states that when he was married to the mother, the mother would slap the father when she became angry. He states to his knowledge the mother is not physically abusive toward his daughter. The father states he is remarried with a pregnant wife. He states that the 14 year old could come to stay with him for a week or so, but could not offer a home for his daughter on a long term basis. His current wife and daughter “do not get along.”
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