

OVERVIEW OF CA CHILD WELFARE 

ADOPTION PRACTICE
COMPETENCIES and LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

Knowledge:

As applicable to adoptions work in California, the trainee will be able to:
K1. 
Understand Federal and State statutes, laws, regulations, and policies 
K2. 
Apply knowledge of ASFA, ICWA and MEPA to adoptions cases
K3. 
Know Federal, State and county adoptions statistics 

K4. 
Understand the core issues of adoption
K5. 
Identify different types of permanency options
K6. 
Identify benefits & motivations of adoptions
K7. 
Recognize disclosure and confidentiality issues
K8. 
Explain relinquishment philosophy, regulations, procedures, & forms
K9. 
Become familiar with the range of openness and adoption
K10. 
Recognize placement and transition issues
K11. 
Explain termination of parental rights and identify the condition with which it applies
K12. 
Understand financial assistance programs, including AAP & kingap 
K13. 
Learn about the different types of post adoption services

Skills: 
S1. 
Given a case scenario, the trainee will be able to practice Caregiver assessment 
S2. 
Given a case scenario, the trainee will be able to practice (Clinical) Interviewing Techniques
S3. 
Given a case scenario, the trainee will be able to practice writing a transition plan
S4. 
Given a case scenario, the trainee will be able to practice constructing an eco-map

S5. 
Given a case scenario, the trainee will be able to practice completing common adoption forms:
1. Relinquishment 
2. Adoptive placement

3. Finalization 

4. AAP

5. Kingap 

Values: 
V1. 
The trainee will value the goal that all children deserve family connection and permanence.

V2. 
The trainee will value adoption as one of several paths to permanency.

V3. 
The trainee will value the role of adoptions in concurrent planning
V4.
The trainee will value the principle of respect directed toward biological families (including fathers), extended family members, current caregivers and sibling relationships.

V5.
The trainee will value the process of family finding.

V6. 
The trainee will value the process of educating the adoptive parent about birth family connections.

V7. 
The trainee will value the practice of working toward the most permanent option for children, given their unique circumstances.

V8. 
The trainee will value the exploration of his/her feelings about adoption as a permanency option.

V9. 
The trainee will value openness in adoption.
RELATED TITLE IV-E MSW CURRICULUM COMPETENCIES

CF 1.b.
Demonstrate self-awareness of personal knowledge limitations and biases, and practice self-correction and reflection in action while pursuing ongoing professional development.
CF 1.c. 
In intervention planning, demonstrate consistently the understanding and recognition of how personal beliefs, values, norms, and world view can influence case dynamics and outcomes.
CF 2.c. 
Demonstrate capacity to perceive the diverse viewpoints of clients, community members, and others in cases of value conflict and the ability to resolve these conflicts by applying professional practice principles.
CA 3.1. 
Apply critical thinking skills using logic, scientific inquiry, and reasoned discernment to synthesize information, to practice effectively in child welfare and to communicate professional judgments.
CF 3.b. 
Demonstrate the capacity to monitor and analyze the gathering, assessment and evaluation of information to inform practice model design and use, including assessment, intervention and evaluation
CF 4.c. 
Demonstrate self-awareness of bias, including knowledge of and capacity to manage power differences, when assessing and working with diverse populations.
CF 5.c. 
Develop case planning strategies to address discrimination, barriers, gaps, and fragmentation that impede client access, functioning, and optimum use of resources and opportunities.
CF 6.a. 
Demonstrate a beginning capacity and skills to gather and synthesize practice evaluation findings, including client feedback, to support and increase the professional knowledge base.
CA 7.1. 
Integrate knowledge and theory of human behavior and the social environment from diverse perspectives to conduct reliable and valid assessments, comprehensive service plans, effective interventions, and meaningful evaluations in child welfare.
CF 10(b).a. 
Demonstrate ability to effectively engage with diverse individuals to gather, analyze, and interpret consumer/client information in a coherent, objective manner.
CF 10(b).b. 
Demonstrate capacity to conduct a comprehensive, collaborative, unbiased assessment that follows legal and ethical guidelines and identifies strengths and needs
CF 10(b).c. 
Demonstrate ability to involve individuals, family members, and community service providers to develop coordinated intervention plans.
CF 10(b).d. 
Demonstrate ability to critically determine the most appropriate intervention strategies to implement a plan.
CF 10(c).c. 
Demonstrate capacity to identify and prioritize challenges and to foster solutions that call on clients’/consumers’ existing strengths
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