	DIVISION 600
	AB 12 EXTENDED FOSTER CARE (ecf) ELIGIBLE POPULATIONS AND BENEFITS
	660-03



I. REFERENCES

    Assembly Bill 12 (AB 12)
    California Fostering Connections to Success Act
    ACIN 1-40-11 dated July 1, 2011
    ACL 11-69 dated October 13, 2011 
    ACL 11-15 dated January 31, 2011 
    ACL 11-86 dated March 1, 2012
    Trailer Bill SB 1013 (Chapter 35, Statutes of 2012)                                                                               

 II. POLICY
     A.) Effective January 1, 2012, the following populations are eligible      
for Extended Foster Care (EFC). These populations are referred      
to as Non-minor dependents (NMD) and are eligible for      
extended benefit payments up to age 21.

  
1.  Eligible dependents and wards of the court; eligible non-minor       
              dependents for EFC; include those who:

· Turn 18 in 2011 and are in foster care dependency under the jurisdiction of Juvenile Court on 1/1/2012.

· Turn 18 on 1/1/2012 and thereafter

· Also on probation and under the order for foster care placement at age 18 during the time specified above

· Are eligible for either Federal or State AFDC-FC

· Meet any of the above circumstances and are:

· in foster care and pregnant and/or parenting

· in foster care and residing out-of-county

·  in foster care and residing out-of-state. 

· Are in a non-dependent non-related legal guardianship (NRLG) established through Juvenile Court; meets one of The participation conditions, and signs a mutual agreement to remain in foster care. 


Note: For NRLG, the mutual agreement (SOC 162) is required 

          
to be completed and submitted to eligibility staff in order                   

to process benefits. This form is a condition for receipt of                   

payments for this population because there is no current 


court order for placement and care authority.
        Note:  Foster youth placed with approved relative caregivers                   

receiving benefits through CalWORKS are also eligible for                  

extended benefits up to age 21.
B.)  Other Eligible populations

1. Former foster youth who are in Kin-GAP program provided the  
    

guardianship was established when the youth was at least 


16 years old and one of the participation criteria is met (see              

handbook section on participation criteria or ACL 11-69 


dated 10/13/2011 and ACL  11-61 dated 11/4/2011). 


     Facts to Remember about Age eligibility for Kin-GAP              
     payments:

· Eligible to age 18 if the youth entered Kin-GAP on or after turning 16 or up to age 19 if completing high school.
· Eligible to age 21 regardless of when the child entered Kin- 
GAP if the youth has a mental or physical handicap that 
warrants continuation.




· Kin-Gap payment continues if the family moves to 



another State or County as long as the youth meets the 



age and participation criteria.

        Note: The Family Services Specialist will be responsible to assess 


the eligibility for payments/benefits for this population).


3. Youth in the Adoption Assistance Program (AAP) provided that


    the initial adoption agreement was signed when the youth was 

   
    16 years old, and one of the participation criteria is met (see 


     handbook section on participation criteria or ACL 11-69 dated 

              10/13/ 2011 and ACL 11-61 dated 11/4/2011).

              Facts to remember about age eligibility for AAP benefits:

· Eligible to age 18 if entered AAP prior to turning 12 and no



physical /mental disability

· Eligible to age 19 (beginning 1/1/2012) or age 20 (beginning



1/1/2013) or age 21 (beginning 1/1/2014) if entered AAP at 
                   age 16 or older and meets one the participation conditions.
· Eligible to age 21 regardless of when the youth entered AAP if the youth has a mental or physical handicap that warrants continuation.

Note: AAP payments continue if the family moves to another county or 
         State and if the child is adopted after the death of adoptive 
        parents.

C.) Effective January 1, 2012, ineligible youth for EFC include those:

1. Turn 18 in 2011 and have juvenile court 

    dependency/delinquency terminated prior to 1/1/2012

2. Turn 19 in 2011

3. Are married

4. Are incarcerated

5. Otherwise not eligible for AFDC-FC

6. Are in a NRLG through probate court (AB 212, clean up 

legislation will clarify that youth in NRLG through probate court 

who are eligible for state-only AFDC-FC benefits may continue to 

receive the state-only benefits only up to age 19 if they continue 

to meet the high school completion rule.


D.) Effective January 1, 2012, youth who are eligible for EFC must 
      meet the following requirements:

1. Must sign the AB 12 mutual agreement (SOC 162); AND

2. Must continue to be under the jurisdiction of Juvenile Court;      

   AND

3. Agree to live in a licensed or approved supervised placement; 

   AND

4. Must meet ONE of the participation conditions indicated below:

· Enrolled in high school or equivalent

· Enrolled in college, community college, or vocational education Program

· Participating in a program designed to remove barriers to employment

· Employed at least 80 hours

· Unable to do one of the above requirements because 

     of a medical condition as verified by a licensed medical 
    practitioner.

E.) Effective January 1, 2012, eligible dependent(s) or ward(s) of the 
     court are not required to “OPT- IN” when they turn 18 in 2012 
     and thereafter. This means staying in foster care is automatic until 
     age 20.  There will be no 391 hearing at age 18, unless the youth 
     “opt-out”.  The voluntary placement and high school completion rule
           before or at age 19 are no longer in place. This rule still applies 
           for Kin- GAP youth who entered Kin-GAP prior to age 16 and 
          youth with NRLG created in probate court per AB 212. 

F.) Participation in EFC is voluntary and the youth may decide to  

    “OPT- OUT” at anytime. A 391 hearing is required to terminate 
     dependency. The youth who “opt-out” can re-enter EFC.  The youth 
     can re-enter EFC unlimited times prior to turning 21 in 2014.

    Completion and filing of JV 466 is required to complete \ the process             

    of re-entry (Rule 5.906).
III. Benefits of NMD eligibility AND REASONS for Termination of Jurisdiction and Benefits 

A.) Eligible Dependents or Wards

 1.  Benefits
· Payment of AFDC-FC benefits continues after 18 unless

                    jurisdiction is terminated or payments suspended

· Housing (approved placement facility)

· Clothing Allowance
· Special Care Increments

· Infant Supplements

· Dual Agency Rates
· Independent Living Skills services

· Referrals to community resources

· Case management by a social worker or probation officer

· Mental Health counseling

· Transitional plan 

Note:  NMD’s eligible to SSI can choose to receive their SSI instead of 

AFDC-FC, whichever is higher.  If the youth is federally eligible to 

AFDC-FC and chooses to receive AFDC-FC benefits, the SSI payment 

is placed in a suspended status until the AFDC-FC payment is stopped.  

To re-activate the SSI benefits after AFDC-FC is discontinued, the SW 

will follow the process outlined in PAM 09-18.
Note: NMD’s receiving CalWORKS are eligible to receive CalWORKS benefits only.
2. Reasons the court may terminate jurisdiction over a NMD:
· Youth opting-out

· Youth exiting because of age 

· Ineligibility such as:

· failure to meet one of the five participation requirements

· not residing in a licensed / approved / eligible placement

· Youth is AWOL

  A hearing must be held pursuant to WIC 391 prior to 

 terminating jurisdiction. In situations where the youth is AWOL or 

 left the eligible placement facility, the payments will stop but

 jurisdiction will remain until the 391 hearing. The social worker 

will decide whether to use the current 14 day rule of keeping the 

placement for NMD runaways. The social worker has the 

responsibility to inform the Family Services Specialist (FSS) of the

 placement situation to avoid overpayment

 B.) Youth in Kin-Gap

1. Benefits

· Payment of Kin-Gap benefits
· Special Care Increments

· Infant Supplements

· Clothing Allowances

· Dual Agency Rates

2. Reasons for termination of benefits

· Youth reached the eligible maximum age 

· Not meeting one of the participation condition

C.)  Youth in Non-Dependent NRLG established in Juvenile Court


1. Benefits

· Payment of AFDC-FC benefits
· Special Care Increments

· Infant Supplements

· Clothing Allowances

· Dual Agency Rates

1. Reasons for Termination of benefits

· Refusal to sign the mutual agreement (SOC 162)

· Failure to meet one of the participation condition

· Youth reached the eligible maximum age

D.) Youth in AAP
         1. Benefits

· Payments of AAP benefits

         2. Reasons for termination of benefits

· Youth reached the eligible maximum age.

· Youth become a dependent of the court and Adoptive

                  parents no longer responsible for the care of the child/youth.
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