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Prospective Resource Parent 
In Person or Online Video Orientation Outline
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· Agency/County Name and Contact Information
· Phone Number: (xxx) xxx-xxxx

· Website: http://www.agencyname.org 
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· Agency/County Mission Statement
· Agency/County’s mission is to […] 
Slide 3: 

· Continuum of Care Provided by Agency/County
· List of services provided  
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· What is Foster Care? 
· Foster care is the 24-hour out-of-home care provided to children in need of temporary substitute parenting because their own families are either unable or unwilling to care for them. 
· The primary goal of foster care is to reunify the child with his/her family or find a permanent home for the child in the event that he/she is unable to safely return home. 
· A resource parent’s job is to protect and nurture, meet needs, support family relationships, and work as part of a team.  
Slide 5: 

· What is an FFA? 
· A private, non-profit organization licensed by the state that contracts with the Los Angeles County Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS) to recruit, train, support, and monitor resource families.   
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· Who Are the Children in Foster Care? 
· Every day, children and youth are separated from their families because of abuse, neglect and a host of other tragic events and are subsequently placed under the care and supervision of DCFS.  
· Children placed in foster care are between the ages of 0 to 21, are often part of a sibling group, and are predominately of Latino and African-American descent.  
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· How Does Foster Care Work? 
· When a child is unable to safely remain in his/her home, the child may be matched with a resource family until a court hearing(s) determines whether the child can return to his/her parent(s) or another caregiver is identified.  
· When reunification is not possible, the child is then eligible for and in need of an adoptive or another more permanent placement.  
· The average length of stay for children in foster care can vary tremendously, from a few days to years.
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· Role of the Resource Parent
· As a resource parent, you serve as a: 
· Key member of the Child and Family Team
· Role model 
· Parental figure 
· Possible long-term relationship for a child 
· As a resource parent, you act as an advocate for the child.
· As a resource parent, you, along with the Child and Family Team, need to ensure that the child is receiving all the services that he/she needs to grow and develop. 
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· Who Can be a Resource Parent? 
Minimum Qualifications 
· Ability to provide quality care for children 24 hours a day.
· Age 18
· Room in your home for no more than 2 children per bedroom, and no child over the age of 2 can share a bedroom with an adult.  
· No more than 6 children in the home, including your own children. 
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· Who Can be a Resource Parent? (cont’d)
Minimum Qualifications 
· Everyone age 18+ living in the home and frequent visitors must have a clean criminal record. 
· Everyone age 18+ living in the home and frequent visitors must have a clean child abuse record. 
· Access to reliable transportation.
· You must have your own independent source of stable income.
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· Basic Expectations of Resource Parents 
· Resource parents provide daily supervision and quality parenting within a nurturing, caring and stable environment.
· Resource parents must meet the basic needs of the foster child(ren) they are responsible for, including: 
· Food
· Clothing/allowances
· Medical and dental services
· Education
· Transportation
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· The Child and Family Team 
All members of the team must work together in the best interest of the child.  The team includes:  
· Foster child
· Resource family 
· Child’s family 
· [Agency] social worker
· Child’s attorney
· DCFS social worker 
· Community Care Licensing
· Other significant individuals, if applicable (e.g., therapist, teacher, mentor) 
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· Approval Process
· Complete an application and provide 3 personal references. 
· Have an initial home walk through inspection.
· Pass the following background checks: 1) criminal record check; 2) child abuse record check; 3) FBI record check; 4) Megan’s Law database check; and 5) DCFS child welfare history check.
· Participate in [Agency] resource parent training.
· Complete the SAFE Home Study. 
· Have a detailed home inspection. 
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· Approval Process (cont’d)
· Provide proof of a stable, independent source of income.
· Complete First Aid/CPR training, including adult/child/infant CPR. 
· Have a health screening and TB test. 
· Have a car inspection, if applicable.
· Provide proof of automobile insurance, if applicable. 
· Complete agency forms. 
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· Matching Process 
· DCFS contacts [Agency] Intake Worker.
· The Intake Worker obtains all available information about the child(ren):
· Age and gender of the child and siblings, if applicable
· Placement history, if applicable
· Medical, dental, and psychological  health care information
· Educational information
· Court-ordered visitation plan with parent(s) and/or siblings
· [Agency] contacts resource families who may be a good match for the child(ren).
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· Matching Process (cont’d) 

· Agency considers preferences and needs of both the child(ren) and the resource family when making placement decisions.
· Considerations related to child needs include: 
· Age, gender and ethnicity 

· Personality 

· Family life experience

· Need/preference for a two or single parent home

· Religious preference
· Medical and other health care needs 

· Considerations related to the resource parent include: 

· Relevant experience in caring for children

· Home capacity

· Family composition, including other children in the home
· Location of residence relative to the child’s family/school

· Ability to provide transportation for the child 

· Language capacity 
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· Matching Process (cont’d)
· The resource parent may accept or decline the placement request. 
· If the resource parent accepts the placement request, a meeting is arranged at [Agency], DCFS, or the resource family home. 
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· Reunification and the Pathway to Permanency

· Reunification can take place at any time.  Reunification is the most common outcome for children in foster care.

· Parents are offered at least 18 months of reunification by the Juvenile Court.  Parents can be mandated to take classes such as parenting, substance abuse treatment, drug testing, job training and/or counseling.  Visitation also takes place regularly.
· For children 0-3 years of age, permanency may be expedited by the Juvenile Court depending on the family history and/or circumstances.  
· Los Angeles County requires “concurrent planning.”  Concurrent Planning is defined as working actively towards reunification while at the same time, an alternative permanency plan is made for the child.  If it is determined that the parent's progress towards reunification does not appear promising, the alternative permanency plan is considered, such as adoption by the child’s current caregiver or transitioning the child to an approved pre-adoptive family.   
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· General Information Regarding Adoption

· In addition to families looking to fost/adopt through concurrent planning, families who are only interested in adoption may be matched with children who have been referred to the Placement and Recruitment Unit (PRU) in the DCFS Adoptions & Permanency Resources Division. 
· The time it takes to be matched depends on the family’s adoption goals. For families with very specific criteria for the children they wish to adopt, it could take longer for this matching to occur. 
· Placement of an adoptable child in your home does not guarantee you will be able to adopt that child.  There is always some level of uncertainty and unexpected circumstances can arise. 
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· The Adoption Court Process

· If family reunification is not possible, adoption has been identified as the permanent plan, and the child is living with an adoptive family, the court sets a hearing to terminate parental rights.
· The law mandates that the hearing to terminate parental rights must take place within 120 days of termination of family reunification.
· Once parental rights are terminated, adoptive planning proceeds towards finalization.  This process is usually completed within a few months, unless an appeal has been filed. 
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· Adoption Support Services

· Adoptive families qualify for Adoption Promotion Support Services (APSS) through DCFS, which offers therapy, support groups, and mentors for both children and parents.

· All services are free and available until the child turns 18.
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· Financial Support for Foster Care and Adoption 
· Reimbursement rates for foster care
· Other reimbursement, if applicable
· Adoption Assistance Program

· AAP is a federal subsidy to help adoptive parents meet the special needs of the child.
· Payments for the child continue to age 18 or 21, depending on the age of the child at the time of adoption.

· AAP is at least equal to the basic county foster care rate.

· Medi-Cal for the child is also available through AAP.
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· Next Steps
Revised 03.14.16
Page 2 of 5
Revised 03.14.16                                                                                             

